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Pacific Wildlife Care is a local nonprofit organization whose mission is  

to rehabilitate and return to the wild, injured or orphaned wildlife, and to educate our com-

munity to value and respect wildlife and the environment we share with them. 

PLEASE CONSIDER PWC IN YOUR  

   END-OF-YEAR GIVING 
Whether you can make a commitment to volunteer 
at the center in 2009, sign up online for a monthly 
subscribing membership, purchase an item from our 
wish list to donate to PWC, adopt an educational 
animal as a holiday gift, include PWC in your estate 
planning, or purchase one of our new logo t-shirts, 
this newsletter is sprinkled with ways in which you 
can help us help our wildlife. Since the establish-
ment of the center we have more than doubled our 
annual intake of animals in distress. This increase 
means that our costs and our labors have increased 
substantially– for food, medication, water, heat, and 
veterinary care. Membership fees and donations are 
our only means of support for daily operating ex-
penses. These individual contributions are the life-

blood of PWC. Please consider giving your support.  

 

Here are specific ways you can support PWC: 

� Make an end of the year (tax deductible) gift  

� Purchase an item from our Wish List (Page 3) 

�Purchase a fund raising T-shirt  (see Page 6) 

�Go to the web-site to: 

�Sign up to “Adopt an Animal” and give as a gift 

for the holidays 

�Sign up to give a monthy amount to PWC 

����Sign up to receive your newsletter on-line 

Save Trees. Save $. Save Volunteer Time.  Please 
email pwcinfo@pwc.org with your membership name 
and email address.  We will replace your paper news-
letter with a link to a PDF version on our website. You 
can print out your own copy, if needed. This will save 
PWC $2,800 annually. 

�Consider volunteering:  1-6 hours per month—
office work, office phones, hot-line phones, 
transporting injured animals, center clean-up, back-
up for volunteers who get ill, or hands-on aid to the 

animals 

�Consider PWC in your estate planning 

SAVE THE DATESAVE THE DATESAVE THE DATESAVE THE DATE 

  

First Annual "Windows Into Wildlife" fundraiser First Annual "Windows Into Wildlife" fundraiser First Annual "Windows Into Wildlife" fundraiser First Annual "Windows Into Wildlife" fundraiser     

benefiting Pacific Wildlife Care  

will be held at Paso Robles wineries Sunday eveningwill be held at Paso Robles wineries Sunday eveningwill be held at Paso Robles wineries Sunday eveningwill be held at Paso Robles wineries Sunday evening    

March 8, 2009March 8, 2009March 8, 2009March 8, 2009     
  

During our Windows into Wildlife, wine 'n dine 
event in March, we will be offering auction items 
from weekend getaways to theme baskets to jew-
elry & everything in between! 
 

You can help by asking your 
friends, family, hairdresser, 
manicurist, mechanic, tire 
shop or any businesses you fre-
quent for donations to Pacific 
Wildlife Care.  Let them know 
their business will appear with 
the auction item or gift certifi-
cate and in the event booklet. 
We are a 501(c)3 so their do-

nation is tax-deductible. Business sponsorship op-
portunities are also available. 
 
We also need volunteers to help set up, serving 
food & wine and clean up. Contact Donna Skemp 
at (805) 239-2994 x 102 if you are interested in 
helping, a FREE way to attend the event! 

  
Auction Organizer:  Marcelle Bakula 
day phone:  927-1017;  eves (6-9) 927-3359 
fax: 927-3275  email: marcelle@digitalputty.com 
Download the donation form from the web-site or 
call/email her for the form(s). 
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A NOTE FROM THE VICE-PRESIDENT 
Kathy Duncan 

It has been an exciting couple of years for PWC.  We’ve seen 

many changes and growth come our way.  Our wildlife center 

has now been operating for over a year. Our membership and 

volunteers have grown, and our animal intake almost doubled 

this year. 

You may notice that there are some names on the ballot that 

some of you may not recognize. Elly Schowalter and Jeanette 

Stone are running for President & Vice President of the PWC 

Board.  Elly and Jeanette bring with them the dedication and 

skills necessary to successfully undertake the board duties of 

President and Vice President.  I look forward to supporting Elly 

and Jeanette. 

 

Dani Nicholson and I will remain as Co-Directors of the center, 

where we will continue to focus on animal care and the day -to -

day operations of our wildlife center.  Along with our group of 

dedicated volunteers, we will continue to strive to provide opti-

mum care for our county’s injured and orphaned wildlife. 

    

I want to thank Dani for all her dedication and hard work as 

President over the past 2 years.  She has gone above and be-

yond the call of duty for PWC many times.    

 

I also want to thank our members and volunteers for all of 

your continuing support.  We could not exist without you.    

From the President’s Perch   
 by Dani Nicholson 

 

Reflecting on the last two years as your Presi-
dent, pride for all that we have accomplished 
and excitement for the future dominate my 
thoughts and feelings. It has been an incredible 
challenge to open the Center at a time when 
our animal numbers are at an all time high 
(1,500 to date in 2008). And yet, with your help, 
we have succeeded. We still have much left to 
do, but you too can feel pride in knowing that 
you were an integral part of this success.  
 
Along with opening the Center and caring for 
the animals, we now have 3 new flight cages, a 
pelagic pool, laboratory equipment to aid in 
diagnostic testing, equipment to clean oiled 
birds, a new database system, a native plant 
garden, and new energy efficient appliances. 
One of the projects we are most excited about 
is our partially funded Energy Saving Project. 
Stay tuned, to hear more about this in coming 
months. We are working hard to cut costs, and 
use as little of our natural resources as possible.  
 
So this final letter from me is one of sincere thanks. 
There are so many individuals who have given so much 
of themselves, and I would love to name all of you, but 
the list is too long.  I truly love and respect each one of 
you, and feel that we are all part of one big family try-
ing to preserve our wildlife.  A special thank you to 
Kathy Duncan for being there right beside me in every 
way, as Vice-President, Co-Director of the Center, and 
mostly as a friend. Thank you to all the members of 
the Board of Directors for your patience in hard times, 
friendship, and service.   And to Bill, my husband, who 
has worked many hours at the Center and at home to 
build, fix, clean and put up with me to boot, I can only 
say,”Thank you.”  
 
This is a goodbye from me as President of the PWC 
Board.  I will now direct my full attention to being 
Center Director, along with Co-Director Kathy Duncan.  
Along with  many of our volunteers, I am committed to 
attaining the highest level of care in the field of wild-
life rehabilitation with optimal diets, treatment, and 
housing for the animals in our care.  A new set of faces 
will lead the PWC Board of Directors, while Kathy and I 
continue to serve with a focus on the Center and Edu-
cation.  
 
This letter is also a plea to volunteer your time.  At the 
Center the glamour is low, but the spirit is high.   Or, 
join one of our Board Committees.  There are endless 
ways to help us help the animals, and as a member of 
PWC, we honor your commitment.   

 

Look to the land, skies and seas for animal inspiration.  
Watch for them and educate others about their value. 

Signing off…..  

 

Dani Nicholson 

President 

 

"As You Walk Our Earth 

May the Peace and Beauty of Our 

Mother 

Surround You and Fill Your Soul 

With So Much Joy and Happiness 

that You Find Your Self 

Part of the Wonder!" 
                   1995 Nina Grabiel  
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that he not feed it any food and went right over.  
Upon arrival, the chef walked me around to his 
backyard where the bird sat on his deck.  The 
problem was that the bird was a young chicken, 
not a Turkey Vulture!  I didn’t want to insult the 
chef or make him feel less than adequate in re-
gards to bird identification so I took the chicken, 
and told him we would take care of it.  I found the 
chicken a good home, and the chef continues to 
serve excellent meals - I just avoid ordering 
chicken when we go to his restaurant! 
  
Pacific Wildlife Care has come a long way since 
1984.  Thank you to all the volunteers who dedi-
cate their time, energy and passion to such a 
worthwhile cause.  

We need you more than ever, and with your 
help we will continue to thrive and grow! 

Memorable Stories  

 from an Experienced Rehabber 
by Kelly Vandenheuvel 

 

Being a volunteer and rehabber for Pacific Wildlife Care 
for 25 years has been, and is, one of the most fulfilling 
things I have ever done! 

 
I was just 22 years old when I joined forces with this 
awesome group. I will never forget driving home from 
work in Cambria, when I heard a public service an-
nouncement on the radio asking for people to become 
part of a newly formed wildlife rescue team.  I knew it 
was something I wanted to do. There were about eight 
of us at the time, and we all had the same passion and 
love for wildlife. We called ourselves Central Coast 
Wildlife Rehabilitation Guild.  Keep in mind this was 
before we had the hotline phone number so most peo-
ple found us through word of mouth.  The word did 
spread, and soon we were receiving calls from state 
park rangers, the sheriff’s department, local busi-
nesses, and people from the community.  Soon after 
we became licensed by Fish and Game, had our hotline 
in place, and started to grow as an organization, al-
though we were taking care of animals from our 
homes and covering the expenses personally. 
  
So much has happened from 1984 to the present that 
I couldn’t possibly be able to fill in all the details nor 
would there be enough pages in this newsletter. There 
are a couple of stories, however, I would like to share 
because they still make me laugh to this day. 
  
One of my first wildlife experiences was with a Brown 
Pelican.  It was brought to me in a large box, and it 
had a fishing hook in its bill. I lived in a brand new 
custom home in Cambria that had an extra large bath 
tub, which seemed like an ideal location to let the bird 
de-stress, eat some food, and relax after I removed 
the fish hook from its bill. Needless to say, my then 
boyfriend was less than thrilled to find a pelican in the 
bath tub when he came home!  Fortunately, in time,  
resources became available, and our home rehab facili-
ties improved. 
  
The other most memorable and laughable experience 
was when I received a call from a chef who owned a 
very nice restaurant in Cambria.  He said he had a sick 
Turkey Vulture hanging out on the deck at his house 
that he had been feeding hamburger meat.  I asked 

• a sump pump, a water tank of approximately 500 

gallons, and a strong stand approximately 10 feet 

tall to hold the tank. 

• professional pet drier 

• heating pads (can't have automatic shutoff) 

• an incubator 

• heat lamps 

• kleenex 

• bleach 

• shadecloth 

• daisy mats 

• copy and printer paper 

• laundry detergent (biodegradable such as Seventh 

Heaven) 

• gift card for Miner's Ace Hardware Store 

• gift card for The Container Store 

• office supplies (pens, paper, sharpies) 

• Ensure Plus - Vanilla Flavored - expired or not 

• baby food : chicken with chicken broth 

• unflavored Pedialyte 

• X-ray machine  

• shadow box for educational displays 

• 32 gallon lawn and leaf trash bags 

• economical vehicle for transport -  

THINK tax deduction!     




