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Congratulations to member Joe Miller, who 
credits his PWC training for saving a pelican on Im-

perial Beach in the Tijuana Slough National Estuary. Ac-

cording to Joe, he was hiking with his wife Barb and their 
daughter to the Tijuana River when they noticed a peli-

can that was not able to walk properly. He was tangled in 

fishing line and jumped into the river as they ap-
proached.  The bird couldn't fly because his right wing and 

both legs were wrapped 
in the line. As the river is 

filthy, Joe didn't want to 

jump into the river 
so they decided to try to 

"reel him in" with the line 
that was still on the 

shore, using the ocean 
surges so they wouldn't 

cause injury while pulling. 

They calmed the bird 
down by covering his 

head with a towel. 
 
In Joe's words, "We then 
untied the string wrapped 

around his wing.  The line had not broken the wing or cut it 

yet.  Unfortunately, we did not have a knife or anything sharp 

enough to cut the line, so we took turns unwrapping it from his 

right and then his left leg.  The treble hook was stuck pretty deep 

in his left leg and the line was really wrapped tightly around it.  I 

was able to pull out the hooks while Barb kept his leg still. He 

stayed pretty calm until I had to pull out the hooks.  I remem-

bered to keep his bill open with a finger and part of the 

towel.  The leg was not broken and he didn't seem to lose much 

blood from the hooks.  Then came the moment of truth.  I took the 

towel off his head.  He stood up and looked around.  He then took 

a few steps, hopped twice on both feet and took off.  We cheered! 

 

Without the training I received from you at PWC we would have 

had to helplessly watch.  We were miles from road access and it 

was a Sunday evening, so there would have been no way to get 

help for him before it would be too late.   I can't thank you 

enough for all of your patience and training me in the proper 

methods and techniques.  I know there's one lucky pelican who is 

grateful to you as well!"   

Tom Brokaw once said, "It's easy to make a 
buck.  It's a lot tougher to make a  

difference."   By Donna Skemp 

And make a difference is what ARBOR TREE SURGERY 

of Paso Robles did when they returned a Great Horned 
Owl nestling to its oak tree on North River Road. Con-

cerned neighbors Russ Ferguson and Jeanette Burrows, 

worried a predator would find the chick, called PWC 
after the nestling had spent a night on the ground.  As 

I crossed the property to see where the chick was 
found, mother or father owl flew overhead into the gi-

ant old tree, and watched me carefully while small birds 

squawked alarm. The chick was in excellent health; it's 
parents must have been feeding it while it was out of 

the tree. By May, GHO nestlings are getting ready to 
leave the nest, spending some time out on branches or 

in the ground, but this little guy still had a lot of down 
feathers and was not ready to attempt flight. Most likely 

the heavy winds Paso had experienced the night before 

knocked him out of the tree, which is so large that it 
was impossible to reach a branch to return the chick. I 

called several tree companies, but it was Charles 
Booker of Arbor that enthusiastically agreed to help.   

First thing the next morning, I met Charles and Mat-

thew under the tree, where 
they had discovered another 

nestling camouflaged in the 
canopy. They maneuvered their 

aerial lift and placed the or-
phan next to his sibling while 

both parents watched. It was a 

happy sight to see their two 
fluffy heads, side by side, giant 

golden eyes peering down at 
us. According to the property 

owner's follow-

up report, the 
wanderer has 

remained in the tree.  PWC is grateful to 
Arbor Tree Surgery for donating their 

time and equipment to this story's suc-
cessful ending. They can be reached at 

239-1239; please patronize them! 




